Minutes of a Meeting of
The Liberty Planning Board
Held on January 11, 2023 5:30PM

Chairman: Kevin Bowman

Board: Dennis Hargis, Jason Collins, Gail Emerson, Richard Cobb, David Staley, and Kevin
Bowman

P & Z Consultant Reynolds Neely

Town Clerk: Jessica Brown

Town Manager: Scott Kidd

To Order

Kevin Bowman called the meeting to order at 5:30PM and thanked everyone for coming.

Member Oath of Office
Board Member Marty Bare was unable to attend so will be scheduled for the next meeting.

Minutes

David Staley made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 14, 2022 meeting. Dennis Hargis
seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

RZ-22-3 - S. Moore - 6853 NC Highway 49 North- modified request

_ Planning and Zoning Consultant Reynolds Neely came forward and reviewed the staff report. Applicant

~ Stephen Douglas Moore has modified his previous request for the property at 6853 North Carolina Highway
49 North be rezoned from R12 Residential to RMF Multi- Family Residential to R 12 Residential to R6
Residential. R6 is single/two family. It would be directly across a contiguous area with existing R6. Mr. Neely
went over the Analysis from his report and said the staff recommendation is to approve. Mr. Moore came
forward and thanked the Board and Mr. Neely.

Board Member Richard Cobb made a motion to approve the zoning request for 6853 NC Highway 49 North to
be rezoned from R12 Residential to R6 Residential and having reviewed and considered the proposed rezoning,
Case RZ-22-3,the accompanying documents, the analysis of the planning staff, the Town of Liberty Planning and
Zoning Board adopts this statement of consistency. The Proposed rezoning is consistent with the Town of
Liberty Land Use Plan. The Plan describes an overall goal for the Town which provides economic development,
while at the same time maintaining Liberty’s small town character. Board Member Dennis Hargis seconded the
motion which passed unanimously with Board Members : Dennis Hargis, Gail Emerson, Jason Collins, David
Staley, and Richard Cobb voting yes. The property is approved for rezoning and there will be a Public Hearing
January 23, 2023 at the Town Council Meeting.

RZ-23-1 Amend Section 154.006 Definitions, to clarify the definition of Game Rooms

Planning and Zoning Consultant Reynolds Neely came forward to give the Staff Report. He referenced the third
page of the report which shows the current ordinance and the proposed ordinance. The current definition for
Game Rooms - Any establishment offering the operation of amusement devices, and/or mechanical or
electronic amusement devices including machines and software that requires skill to manipulate the outcome
f winning and which derives more than 50% of its annual revenues from the devices. Included in this
definition is Sweepstakes Business/Internet Cafe’.

The proposed definition of Game Rooms -Any establishment offering the operation of one or more amusement
devices, and/or mechanical or electronic amusement devices including machines and software that requires




skill to manipulate the outcome of winning. Included in this definition is Sweepstakes Business/Internet Cafe’.
The staff recommendation is to approve this change in definition of Game Rooms.

Board Member Richard Cobb made a motion to approve the Game Rooms amendment that modifies the
definition of Game Rooms and said having reviewed and considered the proposed amendment, Case RZ2-23-1
the accompanying documents, the analysis of the planning staff, the Town of Liberty Planning and Zoning
Board adopts this statement of consistency. The proposed amendment is consistent with the Town of Liberty
Land Use Plan. The Plan establishes policies for growth in a manner which provides for economic development
while at the same time maintaining Liberty’s small town character. Board Member Dennis Hargis seconded the
motion which passed unanimously with Board Members: Dennis Hargis, Gail Emerson, Jason Collins, David
Staley, and Richard Cobb voting yes. There will be a Public Hearing on this matter at the Town Council Meeting
January 23, 2023.

RZ-23-3-2- R. Lineberry - South Side East Lowe Avenue between 801 S Garden St. and 216 East Lowe Ave -
rezone R12 Residential - R6 Residential

Planning and Zoning Consultant Reynolds Neely came forward to give the staff report. This is a request by
applicant Jason Collins to rezone the South Side of East Lowe Avenue between 801 South Garden Street and
216 East Lowe Avenue from R12 Residential to R6 Residential. He went over the analysis in the staff report.
There are no R6 nearby and not having a finely tuned ordinance or plan right now the staff recommendation is
to deny this request.

Stephen Moore came forward to speak. He said he has a rental property nearby and there is a lot of
multi-family housing around R12 and that Russell Lineberry and Jason Collins do great work and thinks the
Board should vote to approve.

The applicant Jason Collins of 5414 Cox Lane in Liberty came forward to speak. He currently has three
properties he bought from Buck Ferguson in this area. Interest rates continue to go up and rental properties
are needed. Buck and Jeff Ferguson who adjoin the property have no problem with this. There were no
questions for Mr. Collins.

Board Chair Kevin Bowman said he thinks the new LDP will change a lot and we need to ask what does the
community need? Board Member Gail Emerson suggested we hear from some of the neighbors as the Board
did in Mr. Moore’s rezoning case. Mr. Neely said notices do go out to neighbors for Public Hearings at Council
Meetings but not when they come before the Planning Board. Chair Kevin Bowman said he thinks neighbors
have a right to know. Mr. Neely said he is not sure how to do that because the Town is only authorized to
spend the money for notices on the Public Hearing.

Board Member Gail Emerson made a motion to table until the next meeting so the applicant could reach out
to neighbors. Board Member David Staley seconded the motion which passed unanimously with Board
Members: Dennis Hargis, Gail Emerson, David Staley, and Richard Cobb voting to approve to table until the
February 8, 2023 Planning Board Meeting. Board Member Jason Collins recused himself from voting since he is
the applicant.

Mr. Neely said this is a transition area and there needs to be insight on this in the LDP. Town Manager Scott
Kidd said that the Public Hearing will still be held on January 23, 2023 because it has already been advertised
and will be continued.

LDP Public Meeting Discussion

We will be providing light refreshments at the meeting. Town Clerk Jessica Brown will take care of this. The
introduction can be delivered by Planning Board Chair and Town Manager Scott Kidd. The PTRC will cover why
we are here. People can use the code or fill out surveys as they come in. We can show them where each
station will be and give a brief explanation. There will be a brief powerpoint presentation on the large screen.
Scott Kidd and Brice Dalke will handle recreation and transportation and Reynolds Neely will go over existing
land use. The PTRC can talk about future visions.




Manager Report

.own Manager Scott Kidd gave the report. What used to be the Ole Hickory restaurant went through the
process to become a food establishment with the secondary use of gaming. They are acting within the current
ordinance. EHC has submitted a request to build two single family homes.

Citizen Comments
Stephen Moore asked when the new LDP (Land Development Plan) will be complete. Mr. Neely said hopefully
within the year.

Adjourn
There being no further Planning Board business to discuss David Staley made a motion to adjourn the
meeting. Gail Emerson seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Mot Fne,

Kevin Bowman, Chairman
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